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A recent TV ad for an "extreme fighting" pay-per-view program promised viewers a 99% chance of seeing combatants suffer serious injuries, including some of the career-ending variety. Subscribers would see blood and the combatants in obvious pain. 
 
"Extreme fighting" is legal and acceptable, but treating animals the same way is a criminal offense. That defies all logic. Last year, professional football star Michael Vick facilitated fights between pit bulls. Some of the fights were "career-ending." Badly injured dogs were brutally killed afterward. For the crime of dog fighting, Michael Vick lost his job as quarterback of the Atlanta Falcons, lost his lucrative endorsements and his reputation, and is now serving a 23-month prison sentence in Leavenworth.
 
We live in a society that considers dog fighting a cruel, senseless, and illegal blood sport, but televised mayhem among humans is high-priced entertainment.
 
Meanwhile, the major networks offer shows that get progressively more graphic and brutal. Popular series such as CSI and NCIS feature crude, revolting, and disgusting gore. Maggots crawl out of human faces. Burial crypts burst explosively and shower investigators with liquefied human remains. 
 
In the Roman empire, a debased citizenry entertained itself by watching defenseless Christians fight with lions in the Coliseum. How much more debasement can our society endure before we equal their decadence?  How soon will our civilization disintegrate as theirs did?
 
The answer to that question depends on our making some sensible choices. As Edmund Burke famously wrote more than 200 years ago: "Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it."
 
History's lessons are clear enough for those willing to learn them. Not only Rome but also the preceding great civilizations perished from their own depravity. The prophet Zechariah told Israel: "This is what the Lord Almighty says, 'Administer true justice, show mercy and compassion to one another.'" But Israel refused to pay attention; stubbornly turned their backs and stopped up their ears. "They made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen. This is how they made the pleasant land desolate"  (Zechariah 7: 9-14).  
 
A future generation well might say of us, "With cruelty and injustice and wretched excess and violence and hard-hearted indifference to human suffering-this is how they made the pleasant land desolate."
 
Whether our civilization will survive, and how much longer we have, God only knows. It's easy to shake our heads in dismay but then shrug and accept ever-declining public morals. After all what can we as individuals do about it? 
 
For starters we can turn off the offensive TV shows. Producers of graphic violence argue, with some validity, that they are simply giving the public what it wants. If the public would not embrace such trash, it would soon disappear. The same may be said for depraved video games and movies.
 
Just over 40 years ago, before an assassin's bullet struck him down on June 6, 1968, Robert F. Kennedy called us to a better way. "Few will have the greatness" he said, "to bend history itself; but each of us can work to change a small portion of events, and in the total of all those acts will be written the history of this generation." 
 
Today, the last of the Kennedy generation is fast fading from the scene.  Most of that generation's history has already been written, and it's not always pleasant reading. But the final chapters can still tell a new and different story. Meanwhile, the emerging generation is showing signs of an idealism we have not seen since the Kennedy years. In the last choices of an older generation and in the rising idealism of a new one lies hope, for each of us indeed can "change a small portion of events." We have the power.   
 

 

Dr. Vincent Kituku:
May God bless you and provide the strength you need to keep doing what He has put in your heart!
Your ability to put things, spiritual or social, in perspective is refreshing. I have questioned the attention given by the media to a deer killed by a car and that given when a woman is abused by a man. I have witnessed dozens of dogs and cats adopted within hours while an abused child may never be taken to a home with security for his or her development. Please continue with this great vision.
 

Karl:
You probably are not going to like what I have to say on this subject so let's see if you consider it too "inappropriate" to print. Making a lot of noise about bad TV, movies, etc. is a colossal waste of time or worse, actually counter-productive. You probably just recruited a new batch of viewers for CSI and NCIS. I get mailings from some TV watchdog organization all the time. They detail how bad (sexy) certain shows are and describe them in graphic detail. The mailings are pornographic themselves. I admit, I checked the listings but couldn't find the bad stuff. Otherwise, I'd probably have had to watch, just in the interests of "informing" myself about how bad they are, you understand. 
